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1. PUrPOSE
This guidance document supports using GreenScreen® for Safer Chemicals (GreenScreen) to contribute 

to the following U.S. Green Building Council® (USGBC) Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design 

(LEED) credits:1 

• LEED BD+C: New Construction | v4—LEED v4; Building product disclosure and optimization— 

material ingredients, 

• LEED ID+C: Commercial Interiors | v4—LEED v4; Building product disclosure and optimization— 

material ingredients, and

• LEED BD+C: New Construction | v3—LEED 2009; Pilot Credit 76—Material ingredient reporting. 

2. SCOPE
This document is for general users of GreenScreen and particularly for product manufacturers, and architects 

and designers who specify products and materials for use in buildings for which ingredient transparency,  

disclosure, and optimized products with low inherent hazard are a priority.

3. NOrMatiVE rEfErENCES
3.1 GreenScreen “Guidance and Method Documents”2 necessary for effective implementation in LEED:

• GreenScreen Chemical Hazard Assessment Procedure 

• GreenScreen Hazard Criteria

• GreenScreen BenchmarkTM Criteria

• GreenScreen Assessment Report Template 

• GreenScreen Specified Lists 

• GreenScreen Information Sources 

• GreenScreen List Translator

3.2 LEED resources necessary to implement this guidance document: LEED Requirements.3

3.3 references that have specified dates or version numbers should be applied according to the edition 

specified. However, it is the responsibility of the user to review the most recent editions and any  

other supporting documents available to gain further insight. 
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1 Note that this document does not provide guidance for satisfying the LEED v4 credits using Health Product Declaration,  
Cradle to Cradle Certified, the European Union’s Registration, Evaluation, Authorization, and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH),  
or other options.

2 For GreenScreen “Guidance and Method Documents” go to http://greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents. 

3 For LEED BD+C: New Construction v4 see http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616399?return=/credits/new-construction/v4.  
For LEED ID+C: Commercial Interiors v4 see http://www.usgbc.org/node/2616400?return=/credits/commercial-interiors/v4. 
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4. OVErViEw Of GrEENSCrEEN 
Anticipating growing concern about chemicals in consumer products, a shifting regulatory environment, 

and the cost of multiple chemical substitutions, GreenScreen for Safer Chemicals was developed to 

help manufacturers and product developers become proactive in identifying chemicals of concern and 

safer alternatives. There are two types of GreenScreen assessment results that can be used to meet 

the LEED v4 credit for Disclosure and Optimization: 1) GreenScreen Benchmark scores generated using 

a Certified GreenScreen assessment and/or 2) a list-based assessment using the GreenScreen List 

Translator.   

4.1 GreenScreen Benchmark Scores

GreenScreen assessments generate GreenScreen Benchmark scores (i.e., Benchmark-1, -2, -3, -4,  

and -U), and will always trump GreenScreen List Translator scores because they are more compre- 

hensive. The following is a summary of the steps in a GreenScreen4 assessment:

a. assess and Classify Hazards
i. Research and collect data on all Hazard Endpoints (e.g., Carcinogenicity, Mutagenicity, 

Endocrine Disruption, etc.) using GreenScreen Specified Lists, public summary data sets, 

scientific literature, information on chemical analogs, and measured, estimated, and  

modeled data.

ii. Determine if there is sufficient data for each Hazard Endpoint to establish a hazard level 

and classify it using the GreenScreen Hazard Criteria: very High (vH), High (H), Moderate 

(M), Low (L), very Low (vL), or Data Gap (DG).

iii. Fill in the GreenScreen Hazard Summary Table with hazard level classifications  

(i.e., vH, H, M, L, vL, DG) for each Hazard Endpoint and indicate the Level of Confidence 

(bold for high confidence or italics for low confidence).

b. apply the Benchmarks: The GreenScreen Benchmark score is determined using a set of rules 

applied to the completed Hazard Summary Table. Evaluate feasible and relevant environmental 

transformation products and data gaps according to GreenScreen “Guidance and Method  

Documents”5 and modify Benchmark scores if necessary. 

c. Make informed Decisions: Consider the specific application and use.

4.2 GreenScreen List translator

The GreenScreen List Translator is a tool that compiles all GreenScreen Specified Lists (36 lists and 

over 450 list categories) and translates that information from the GreenScreen Hazard Criteria, where 

hazard classification levels (e.g., H or M or L) are assigned for each Hazard Endpoint. GreenScreen 

Specified Lists are only a subset of the complete set of GreenScreen Hazard Criteria. GreenScreen List 

Translator screening generates List Translator scores only (i.e., LT-1, LT-P1, and LT-UNK [“unknown”]).6  

An automated version of the GreenScreen List Translator is available in the Pharos “Chemical and  

Material Library.”7 For the complete List Translator method see GreenScreen “Guidance and Method 

Documents.”8

4 For complete details on GreenScreen method see http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents. 

5 See http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents. 

6 Note that if a difference arises between a GreenScreen Benchmark score and a GreenScreen List Translator score,  
the Benchmark score trumps the List Translator score.

7 See Pharos http://www.pharosproject.net/material.

8 See http://www.greenscreenchemicals.org/method/method-documents.
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